
 

 

 

Matthews Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resource Advisory Committee 

Wednesday, December 8, 2021 Meeting Minutes 

6:30pm, Zoom Meeting 

 

Committee Members Present: Howard Labiner, Ryan Maclatchie, Tara Van Gerderen, Debbie Chopas,         

                                        Susan Chambers, John Gatlin, Deidra Fisher, Sandi Lee, Jamison Whittaker 

 

Absent:, Harvey Boyd 

 

 

 

Staff Members Present: Corey King, Melissa Johnson 

      

 

• Call to Order: 

o  Meeting called to order at 6:30pm 

 

• Roll Call:  

 

• Guests 

 

 

• Public Comment: Public Comment on the at artist applicants for the Veterans Memorial will be held 

until Melissa Johnson talks about that. 

• No Public Comment on anything else. 

 

• Division Reports: Property by Crown Point Elementary that is a new property. Across the street from 

Kazia. About 8 acres.  There is no concrete plan for it right now.  It will most likely be passive.  

Lee Anne – Plan was to revisit the WinterWonder Lights in the park.  Unfortunately, it is not happening 

now.  We did not get everything in, in order to do it. Not doing the house decorating contest this year. 

Do we know how many people showed up for the Menorah Lighting? It was a good crowd maybe 45-50 

people.  

• Director Reports:  Riverbanks connector: Approved funding for the bridge design.  Phase I and the 

investigation on the what the total cost of the project will be.   

• Outen Pottery: RFP for design firms to finalize design and construction documents and project 

management.  Deadline December 20th.  Working with a museum design specialist, Mike Walker, to 

design the actually workshop and things specific to the kiln, what you will see while looking into it.  The 

workshop will have a museum feel to it.  

• Matthews Veterans Memorial Park: continue to make progress on the design documents.  Plan on 

making a sub committee using MVAC post 285, 1 or 2 Veterans from the community and members of 

the PRAC. To give input on the educational panels.  Goal is to meet mid-January and talk through the 

panel design elements. 



 

 

• Novant got approved by their board of directors for an additional bed tower on the Matthews campus.  

There is a trail design on there campus, part of the Carolina Thread Trail, and the trail is going to be part 

of their project. 

 

• Old Business: 

 

• Outen Pottery roof was damaged, there was a hole in the roof.  The roof was fixed this week.  

• Mckee and pleasant Plain lot.  There is no movement or new informant on that right now.  

• Crestdale Mural: Nothing can be done until we get the paint and you can’t paint on the road when the 

road is cold so nothing can happen until warmer weather.  

• Rosedale Cemetery: Corey will be taking on trying to find out who is in the cemetery. No progress has 

been made on finding out who is in the cemetery.  Hopefully we can find out and put in a signage 

information of who is buried there.  

 

 

• New Business: 

• Melissa Johnson: Going to show work from 3 artists that are interested in painting the mural in 

Veterans Memorial Park Wall. The wall is about 5 feet high and 25 feet long, a curved surface that faces 

S. Trade Street. We have discussed having whatever artist is chosen to paint the mural to paint it indoors 

on a canvas or whatever and take a high-resolution photo of it and have it printed on vinyl, like some of 

the other murals in downtown Matthews. This vinyl can be curved and attached to the wall and having it 

on vinyl will help with the longevity of the piece. The surface of the wall is rough so it would have to be 

refinished. Doing it this way also allows it to be painted in the winter months.  Keep in mind when 

looking at the artist work there has been a request in the original call for artist that was put out by Mark 

Tafano with Matthews Post was: Include a patriotic theme, illustration acknowledging the 5 branches of 

service, acknowledgment of the major wars and conflicts in the past 100 years, diversity gender, and 

ethnicity and to maintain facial features.  

Kimberly Shephard: skilled in detailed portraits, photo realism is her style.  

Ida Mae Irby: Experience in portraits, and is a veteran herself. Different style of portraits, but military 

based.  

Pam Singh: Very colorful, experience in portrait work. 

Artist is selected by the Parks and Rec Advisory Committee, then the art is taken to town board 

for approval. 

Mark Tafano: No comment at this time 

Doug Rose: Do you plan on keeping the same criteria that was originally put out there? Melissa: That is 

something we will discuss tonight, to see if any new criteria will be added or if it is changed.  That is the 

information that will be given to the artist that is selected. The Parks and Recreation will be paying 

possibly $5000.  No set deadline on our end. Mark Tafano mentioned he would like it to be presented at 

the Memorial Day ceremony, so sometime in May. 

Mr. Santaniello: Is the subcommittee going to be making the decision on the artist. Corey: The 

Subcommittee is for the educational panels that will be going in the park not the mural.  Melissa: When 

ever we get to the design process. I hope you all will be involved in that; we will have public input 

meetings on the design on it and MVAC input is extremely important to that process.  



 

 

Michelle May: Lean toward an artist that can bring out the details. Kim seems to bring out the details 

and brings a realism to it.  

Dani Burnham: Why is this decision in this committee, and not just MVAC. Why would MVAC not 

take the lead on this. Corey: This is public art, which is what Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources 

does. The procedures for the town list us to handle public art. Howie: There is no desire to put MVAC 

out of the loop. Corey: when you look at the actual art the theme is veterans, so we will lean on MVAC 

and veterans in the community to chose what the art will look like, but choosing the artist we are 

following procedure. Dani: The actual selection of the artist is imperative; Kim has presented 4 potential 

murals and why were they not presented tonight? Corey: Because she has not been selected yet. Doug: 

we are looking at the artist and then it will be brought to MVAC and they will have more an impact on 

the content of the mural. It is a whole town decision on what artist to use. 

Michelle May: Kim was originally commissioned to do the wall before the town was in it to pay for it.  

She did it for Mark Tafano and Post 235.  We are looking at 3 artists and we are looking at their talents 

and we need to decided who we think, based on their past work, who would do the best job at what we 

are looking for. Then MVAC will be able to weigh in at what ever they do.  

Corey: This was always a town project 

Motion on the floor to choose an artist. 

Susan - Motion to have Kimberly Shepard 

Seconded by Debbie 

No one opposed to the motion. 

Kimberly Shepherd was selected as the artist for the Veterans Memorial Mural. 

Corey: Now that the artist is selected Corey will show the renderings of the mural for comments and 

Melissa will be in contact with her.  

Mark Tafano: The first rendition shows 6 branches. The title is America the land of the free because of 

the brave. It has civilians in the first one and that was replaced in the 2nd one with a solider holding the 

dog tags. The 3rd rendition shows the American citizens in the middle with the American flag and a city 

scape.  The 4th is similar to the 3rd but without the city scape. 

 

 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:30PM                 

 

        


